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Intimate Partner Violence

• Ea c h  yea r  ov e r  15,000  wom e n  in  Ma i n e  (3.0%) ar e  fri g h t e n e d  for  the i r  sa f e t y  or  the  sa f e t y  
of  the i r  fam i l y  or  fri e n d s  be c a u s e  of  an g e r  or  thr e a t s  by  a  cur r e n t  or  for m e r  int i m a t e  pa r t n e r  
(Mai n e  BR F S S ,  2007).

• Ea c h  yea r  ov e r  7,000  wom e n  in  Ma i n e  (1.4%)  ar e  ph y s i c a l l y  or  se x u a l l y  as s a u l t e d  by  an  
int i m a t e  pa r t n e r  (Mai n e  BR F S S ,  2007).   (Note:  Na t i o n a l  Su r v e y s ,  su c h  as  the  Na t i o n a l  
Vi o l e n c e  Ag a i n s t  W o m e n  Su r v e y  con d u c t e d  in  1995- 1996  ha v e  fou n d  sim i l a r  res u l t s  
(1.3%).

• Ov e r  ha l f  (57%) of  wo m e n  wh o  we r e  ph y s i c a l l y  or  se x u a l l y  as s a u l t e d  by  a  pa r t n e r  wi t h i n  the  
pa s t  yea r  we r e  inj u r e d  as  a  res u l t  of  the  vi o l e n c e  (Mai n e  BR F S S ,  2007).

• In  Ma i n e ,  on e  cr i m e  of  dom e s t i c  as s a u l t  is  re p o r t e d  to  po l i c e  eve r y  94  mi n u t e s  (Mai n e  
De p a r t m e n t  of  Pu b l i c  Sa f e t y ,  Cr i m e  in  Ma i n e  Re p o r t ,  2006)

• In  2006,  the r e  we r e  5,554  do m e s t i c  as s a u l t s  rep o r t e d  to  pol i c e ;   thi s  re p r e s e n t s  al m o s t  ha l f  
(47.5 %)  of  al l  re p o r t e d  as s a u l t s  (Mai n e  De p a r t m e n t  of  Pu b l i c  Sa f e t y ,  Cr i m e  in  Ma i n e  
Re p o r t ,  2006).  

• Ab o u t  45 %  of  hom i c i d e s  in  Ma i n e  ea c h  yea r  ar e  rel a t e d  to  do m e s t i c  con f l i c t s  (Mai n e  
De p a r t m e n t  of  Pu b l i c  Sa f e t y ,  Cr i m e  in  Ma i n e  Re p o r t s ,  2003- 2006).  

• Tw e l v e  (12) ind i v i d u a l  me n  mu r d e r e d  thi r t e e n  (13) pe o p l e  in  ac t s  of  Do m e s t i c  Vi o l e n c e  
hom i c i d e  fro m  Oc t o b e r  1,  2006  to  Se p t e m b e r ,  30,  2007  FY  07.  Th e  Ho m i c i d e  Vi c t i m s  
rel a t i o n s h i p s  to  the i r  m u r d e r e r s  are,  2  fem a l e  int i m a t e  pa r t n e r s ;  4  wi v e s ;  2  mo t h e r s ;  2  
fa t h e r s ;  1  da u g h t e r ,  1  son;  an d  1  br o t h e r  (Ma i n e  Co a l i t i o n  to  En d  Do m e s t i c  Vi o l e n c e ;  ht t p ://
ww w . m c e d v . o r g/ n e w s/d o c u m e n t s/ d v w a t c h . i s s u e . 2 . p d f )

.

• 5%  of  new  mo t h e r s  in  Ma i n e  re p o r t  exp e r i e n c i n g  ab u s e  aro u n d  the  tim e  of  pr e g n a n c y  
(Mai n e  PR A M S ,  2004- 2005).

• 70%  of  bi r t h s  to  new  mo t h e r s  in  Ma i n e  wh o  ex p e r i e n c e d  int i m a t e  pa r t n e r  vi o l e n c e  ar o u n d  
the  tim e  of  pr e g n a n c y  we r e  no t  try i n g  to  ge t  pr e g n a n t  at  the  tim e  the y  co n c e i v e d  (Mai n e  
PR A M S ,  2004- 2005)

• Al m o s t  1  in  3  (29.4 %)  ne w  mo t h e r s  in  Ma i n e  wh o  exp e r i e n c e  dom e s t i c  vi o l e n c e  ar o u n d  the  
tim e  of  pr e g n a n c y  we r e  di a g n o s e d  wi t h  po s t- pa r t u m  de p r e s s i o n ,  com p a r e d  to  12.5 %  of  
wo m e n  wh o  we r e  no t  DV  vi c t i m s  (Mai n e  PR A M S ,  2004- 2005).

• In  a  si n g l e  da y,  Ma i n e ’ s  Do m e s t i c  Vi o l e n c e  Pr o g r a m s  se r v e  al m o s t  500  cli e n t s  (Dom e s t i c  
Vi o l e n c e  Co u n t s ,  Ma i n e ,  2007) 
ht t p ://www. m c e d v . o r g/ n e w s/d o c u m e n t s/ D V C o u n t s 0 7 _ M a i n e _ C o l o r . p d f )

• Be t w e e n  Oc t o b e r  1,  2006  to  Se p t e m b e r  30,  2007,  16,280  pe o p l e  re c e i v e d  se r v i c e s  fro m  
Ma i n e ’ s  st a t e w i d e  ne t w o r k  of  Do m e s t i c  Vi o l e n c e  Pr o j e c t s  (Mai n e  Co a l i t i o n  to  En d  Do m e s t i c  
Vi o l e n c e ;  ht t p ://www. m c e d v . o r g/ n e w s/d o c u m e n t s/ d v w a t c h . i s s u e . 2 . p d f)

Sexual Assault
• A  rec e n t  stu d y  fou n d  tha t  ne a r l y  on e  in  fiv e  ad u l t  M a i n e  res i d e n t s  rep o r t  tha t  the y  ha v e  

be e n  the  vic t i m  of  ra p e  or  at t e m p t e d  ra p e  du r i n g  the i r  li fe t i m e ;  28.5 %  of  fem a l e  
res p o n d e n t s  an d  7.4 %  of  ma l e  res p o n d e n t s  ha v e  ex p e r i e n c e d  thi s  de v a s t a t i n g  cri m e  at  
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som e  po i n t  in  the i r  liv e s .  (Rub i n ,  Ma r k .  Maine Crime Victimization Report: Informing Public 
Policy for Safer Communities. M u s k i e  Sc h o o l  of  Pu b l i c  Se r v i c e ,  Un i v e r s i t y  of  So u t h e r n  
Ma i n e ,  2007.

• Ro u g h l y  14,000  Ma i n e  res i d e n t s  ma y  be  the  vic t i m  of  rap e  or  unw a n t e d  se x u a l  ac t i v i t y  
du r i n g  an y  12  mo n t h  pe r i o d  (Rubi n ,  Ma r k .  Maine Crime Victimization Report: Informing 
Public Policy for Safer Communities. M u s k i e  Sc h o o l  of  Pu b l i c  Se r v i c e ,  Un i v e r s i t y  of  
So u t h e r n  Ma i n e ,  2007.  )

• Mo r e  tha n  1  in  ev e r y  10  wom e n  in  Ma i n e  (11.4 %)  ha v e  ev e r  be e n  ra p e d  (Mai n e  BR F S S ,  
2006)

• Ea c h  yea r ,  on e  in  eve r y  250  wom e n  in  Ma i n e  (0.4%) wi l l  be  the  vic t i m  of  rap e  (Mai n e  
BR F S S ,  2007).

• Am o n g  tho s e  wh o  we r e  ev e r  se x u a l l y  as s a u l t e d ,  80 %  kne w  the i r  at t a c k e r  (Mai n e  BR F S S ,  
2006).

• Al m o s t  ha l f  (48.6 %)  of  Ma i n e  wo m e n  wh o  ha v e  eve r  be e n  se x u a l l y  as s a u l t e d  ha v e  be e n  
di a g n o s e d  wi t h  de p r e s s i o n  (com p a r e d  to  17.5 %  of  tho s e  wh o  ha d  ne v e r  be e n  se x u a l l y  
as s a u l t e d);  mo r e  tha n  1/3  (38%)  hav e  be e n  di a g n o s e d  wi t h  an x i e t y  di s o r d e r  (com p a r e d  to  
14.2 %  of  no n- vic t i m s ;  Ma i n e  BR F S S  2006).

• Ac c o r d i n g  to  the  Ch i l d r e n ' s  Sa f e t y  Ne t w o r k  an d  Da t a  An a l y s i s  Re s o u r c e  Ce n t e r ,  the  
com p r e h e n s i v e  co s t s  of  se x u a l  ab u s e  of  ch i l d r e n  in  Ma i n e  in  2004  we r e  $138, 05 7, 000.  Th i s  
es t i m a t e  tak e s  int o  co n s i d e r a t i o n  fut u r e  ea r n i n g s ,  me d i c a l  an d  me n t a l  he a l t h  exp e n s e s ,  an d  
pu b l i c  pr o g r a m s ,  am o n g  ot h e r  thi n g s  (Co s t  of  Ch i l d  Ab u s e  an d  Ne g l e c t  in  Ma i n e , Ch i l d r e n ' s  
Sa f e t y  Ne t w o r k  Ec o n o m i c  an d  Da t a  An a l y s i s  Re s o u r c e  Ce n t e r  at  Pa c i f i c  Ins t i t u t e  for  
Re s e a r c h  an d  Ev a l u a t i o n ,  Ca l v e r t o n ,  M D.) 

• Ea c h  yea r  ab o u t  330  rap e s  ar e  rep o r t e d  to  pol i c e ,  Ma i n e  De p a r t m e n t  of  Pu b l i c  Sa f e t y ,  
Cr i m e  in  Ma i n e  rep o r t ,  2003- 2006);  In  2007,  the r e  we r e  39 1  ra p e s  re p o r t e d  to  po l i c e  in  
Ma i n e .  Th i s  is  an  inc r e a s e  of  15 %  fro m  2006.  (Mai n e  De p a r t m e n t  of  Pu b l i c  Sa f e t y ,  Cr i m e  in  
Ma i n e  rep o r t ,  2007.) 

• In  2006,  Ma i n e ’ s  se x u a l  as s a u l t  sup p o r t  ce n t e r s  se r v e d  ov e r  1,900  ind i v i d u a l s  imp a c t e d  by  
se x u a l  vi o l e n c e ,  ha v i n g  ov e r  9,000  con t a c t s  wi t h  the s e  ind i v i d u a l s .  (Mai n e  Co a l i t i o n  Ag a i n s t  
Se x u a l  As s a u l t ,  2006.) 

• In  2006,  al m o s t  90 %  of  vic t i m s/s u r v i v o r s  wh o  ca l l e d  Ma i n e ’ s  se x u a l  as s a u l t  cri s i s  an d  
su p p o r t  line  we r e  wom e n ;  ne a r l y  10 %  we r e  me n .  (Mai n e  Co a l i t i o n  Ag a i n s t  Se x u a l  As s a u l t ,  
2006.) 


